Surgical management of transitional cell carcinoma of the lacrimal sac: Is it time for a new treatment algorithm?
Transitional cell carcinoma (TCC) arising in the lacrimal sac is a rare neoplasm. Despite radical surgery and radiotherapy, these tumors generally have a poor prognosis due to an often late diagnosis, high rate of loco-regional recurrence and mortality. There are only a relatively small number of documented cases of TCC when compared to other epithelial malignancies of the lacrimal drainage system. As would be anticipated, there are currently no evidence-based clinical practice guidelines for the treatment of these lesions. We present an illustrative case and consider the literature in relation to current surgical management of these tumors. We propose an alternate management consideration for these tumors.